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Shaukat Sabzwari was a prominent Urdu linguist, critic,
and researcher who earned wide recognition in the Urdu
world for his significant contributions to Urdu linguistics,
grammatical studies, and the historical evolution of the
Urdu language. His deep commitment, intellectual
passion, and analytical insight into linguistics became
evident with the publication of his seminal doctoral
thesis, The Evolution of the Urdu Language, which was
completed at the University of Dhaka in 1956. Although
originally written as a PhD dissertation, the scholarly
depth and clarity of its linguistic discussions elevated it to
a foundational text in Urdu linguistics.Sabzwari’s
approach combined historical, structural, and descriptive
methods, enabling him to examine Urdu not merely as a
literary medium but as a living and evolving language. His
later works, including Dastan-e-Zaban-e-Urdu, Linguistic
Issues, and Urdu Linguistics, further strengthened his
position as a leading authority in the field. These books
addressed phonology, morphology, syntax, and semantic
development, offering systematic explanations of
linguistic principles relevant to Urdu. Due to his sustained
scholarly output and methodological rigor, Shaukat
Sabzwari came to be widely regarded as a pioneering
linguist of Urdu. In recognition of his invaluable services
to Urdu linguistics, he was honored with prestigious
awards, including the Daudabi Inam, which further
affirmed his lasting academic legacy.
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