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Language and literature share a relationship so profound
and indivisible that one can scarcely exist in its fullest
glory without the other. Language is not merely the
medium through which literature breathes; it is its very
bloodstream, its architecture, its music, and frequently
it’s most piercing content. When a master like Mushtaq
Ahmad Yousufi takes up the pen, this symbiotic bond
reaches it’s most exquisite and irreplaceable expression.
In Shaam-e-Sher-e-Yaran, we witness once again how an
extraordinarily refined, playful, ironic, yet deeply
cultured language becomes not just the vehicle but also
the very protagonist of the literary experience. Yousufi
demonstrates perhaps more convincingly than any other
Urdu prose writer of the last century that great literature
is born where extraordinary linguistic sensibility meets
philosophical depth, cultural memory, and unrelenting
intellectual mischief. It is therefore not an exaggeration
to say that any serious reading of Shaam-e-Sher-e-Yaran
is simultaneously an education in the almost limitless
possibilities of the Urdu language and a humbling
encounter with what literature, at its highest, can still
achieve in an age of haste and impoverishment of
expression.
https://journals.mehkaa.com/index.php/negotiations/art
icle/view/190
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